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Michael Rossi, Chairman 

City of Chelsea 

Licensing Commission 

500 Broadway 

Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150 

 

Dear Honorable Members of the Chelsea Licensing Commission, 

 

The Massachusetts Package Stores Association previously testified in opposition to the proposed municipal ban of the sale 

of liquor bottles containing up to 250 milliliters and single can/bottle malt beverages by Section 15 licensees in Chelsea. 

The Massachusetts Package Stores Association also spoke against what is likely an unlawful municipal ban of 50 milliliter 

containers. Opposition was voiced because such use of municipal power is over-broad, and it directly harms commerce. It 

was also demonstrated repeatedly that other less restrictive means are available to the City of Chelsea that will meet the 

stated objectives of the commission, but not significantly harm retailers within the community.   

 

Much was accomplished during the multi-hour hearing on June 26, 2018. The result was a decision to hold a special 

meeting on Aug. 28, 2018, for determining whether it was necessary to proceed with a municipal ban of the sale of liquor 

bottles containing up to 250 milliliters and single can/bottle malt beverages by Section 15 licensees in Chelsea. During the 

interim period, local retailers were called upon in good faith to perform the following: 

 

• Employ a voluntary ban on the sale of up to 100 ml bottles of alcohol beverages;  

• Organize and hold an alcohol beverage training program and certification course; 

• Establish an interchange of communication with the Chelsea Police Department concerning but not limited to the 

prevention of selling alcohol products to specified individuals listed by the police; 

• Implement policies and procedures that prevent sales of alcohol beverages to intoxicated individuals;   

• Become more locally engaged by joining the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce.  

 

I am pleased to report that significant steps have been taken by local retailers that clearly demonstrate their good faith and 

determination to address the concerns stated by the commission. As an example, a voluntary ban on the sale of up to 100 

ml bottles of alcohol beverages has been put into action. On July 31st, the stipulated Beverage Alcohol Training (BAT) 

program and certification test was held in the City of Chelsea. The BAT course provides training in many very important 

areas that are specific to off premises retailers in Massachusetts. Examples include recognizing fake and altered ID's, 

handling intoxicated and problem customers, and preventing sales to legal customers who are buying for underage people 

(2nd Party Sales). A score of 75 or better is a passing grade for Certification. The 25 individuals from the 12 participating 

stores all passed the BAT certification test. It can also be reported that 7 individuals scored 100%. In addition, best 

practices and policy procedures for preventing sales to intoxicated individuals were discussed amongst the 12 

participating stores. Such policies were produced into a model manual and it has been circulated to the stores. It can also 

be reported that numerous stores have joined the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce and are currently seeking additional 

ways to be more locally engaged.  

 

Clearly a great amount of progress has been accomplished. The actions by local retailers demonstrates a resolve to 

perform responsibly and to be better corporate stewards. It is thereby proposed that the municipal ban of the sale of liquor 

bottles containing up to 250 milliliters and single can/bottle malt beverages by Section 15 licensees in Chelsea not be 

implemented as alternative and less restrictive means are visibly meeting the city’s objectives. It is also asked that the 

stores be permitted to lift the voluntary ban on the sale of up to 100 ml bottles of alcohol beverages.  
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There is always more to do, but the local alcohol beverage retail businesses have likely surpassed the commission’s 

expectations. The Massachusetts Package Stores Association is hopeful that the partnership forged between local retailers 

and the city can grow and become a model for other communities in state. To that end please feel free to reach out to our 

association for assistance.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Thank you also for allowing the Massachusetts Package Stores Association to 

work with city officials toward meeting Chelsea’s economic and community objectives.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert A. Mellion, Esq. 

Executive Director / General Counsel 
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